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Nursing home issue spurs clash 


Local officials fear state’s transfer plan will spread COVID-19 


Tony Cook indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


County health officials are sounding the alarm 
about a state plan that they say could facilitate the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

Indiana State Department of Health Commissioner 
Kristina Box issued an order Tuesday overriding local 
prohibitions on nursing home transfers between 
counties. 

The move angered some county health officials who 
fear the transfers will spread the virus to additional 
nursing homes. 

“We shouldn’t be shipping people out all over, 


spreading the disease more than it is already,” said 
Madison County Health Officer Stephen Wright. “You 
start moving patients around, you just spread it to all 
of them.” 

Madison County is grappling with several nursing 
home outbreaks, including one at Bethany Pointe 
Health Campus where at least 22 people have 
died. 

Wright said the company that operates Bethany 
Pointe, Trilogy Health Services, planned to move 
29 asymptomatic residents to another facility. Coun- 
ty health officials stopped the transfer and insisted 


See TRANSFERS, Page 7A 


Worries grow that problems 
could yield ‘perfect storm’ 


Tony Cook, Tim Evans and Kaitlin Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Across the nation, nursing homes have been espe- 
cially hard hit by the coronavirus — and that could be 
particularly troubling in Indiana. 

Even before anyone had uttered the name 
COVID-19, Indiana’s nursing homes already were 
considered by some to be among the worst in the na- 
tion, in great part because of low staffing. 


See NURSING HOMES, Page 6A 


A memorial surrounds Officer Breann Leath’s patrol car at IMPD East District headquarters in Indianapolis 
on Tuesday. Leath was fatally shot April 9 while investigating a domestic violence call on the east side. 
Leath’s funeral will be Thursday after a memorial at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. JENNA WATSON/INDYSTAR 


Affidavit: IMPD killing 
suspect fired blindly 


Dorsey ‘didn’t look to see who it was, documents say 


Ryan Martin Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Elliahs Dorsey had been feeling un- 
well. He believed someone may be try- 
ing to kill him. 

The 27-year-old had been pacing his 
girlfriend’s east-side apartment with a 
pistol in hand, according to new court 
documents filed Tuesday. His girlfriend 
called 911 to ask for help. 

Minutes later, four Indianapolis Met- 
ropolitan Police officers arrived. Among 
them was Breann Leath, a 2-year vet- 


eran officer known by her colleagues for Leath 


her compassion in the community. 

An officer knocked on the apartment 
door. 

“That ain’t the police,” Dorsey said as 
he grabbed his girlfriend. 

He fired repeatedly into the door, 
court documents say, his weapon - es- 
sentially a customizable handgun that 
fires rifle ammunition — ejecting casings 
onto the floor. 

He never looked to see who knocked 
before firing, the documents say. 

Outside the apartment door he would 


See IMPD, Page 8A 


Experts Say 
jobless aid in 
State might 
not last long 


Analyst believes unemployment 
funds may empty in June or July 


Amelia Pak-Harvey Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Thousands of Indiana residents are applying for 
unemployment benefits with every passing week of 
the coronavirus pandemic — at a rate more than dou- 
ble the highest levels of claims filed during the Great 
Recession. 

That’s a significant strain on Indiana’s pool of 
money reserved for unemployment payments, 
which in January stood at $895 million. It’s unclear 
exactly how long that money, which averages 
roughly $300 per person of the maximum $390, will 
last. 


See RESERVES, Page 10A 


Initial unemployment claims have skyrocketed i in 
the past three weeks, as the economy reeled from 
the governor’s first stay-at-home order that took 
effect on March 25. MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/INDYSTAR 
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President Kevin Pritchard says the 
Pacers aren't sitting idly by during the 
NBA’s stoppage. 1B 


Anonymous local businesses donate 
$210,000 to pay all water and sewer bills 
in Fortville for a month. 4A 
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